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October 25, 2012 
 
 
The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
US Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 

Re: Pending Request for Secretarial Meeting at 
Oyster Farm  

 
Dear Secretary Salazar, 
 
On September 13, 2012, we submitted a request to meet with you at our oyster farm at Drakes 
Estero.   
 
The Drakes Bay Oyster Farm offers a unique opportunity that fits perfectly with your America’s 
Great Outdoors Initiative (AGO). Your 2011 AGO report cites the goal of raising awareness of 
the value and benefits of America’s Great Outdoors. It states, “Unfortunately, many schools have 
had to cut back on their environmental and outdoor education programs due to tight budgets… 
there remains a need to promote environmental literacy and awareness through a variety of 
strategies and partnerships.” We believe you will find that the oyster farm at the Seashore is a 
sterling example of such an educational partnership. 
 
DBOC regularly provides some 300 educational tours every year to grade schools and graduate 
students, to food and environmental groups, to local and foreign visitors, and to various 
dignitaries and public officials.  This includes impromptu presentations for a carload of visitors 
to organized and planned presentations to busloads.  In the past few years alone, we had visitors 
from throughout the San Francisco Bay Area, the State of California, 47 states of the Union and 
at least 29 nations of the world. 
 
Park rangers tell us that when park visitors come to Point Reyes, the number one question they 
get is: “How do we get to Drakes Bay Oyster Company?” 
 
Our educational presentation touches on the richness of region’s history, the importance of 
sustainable food production, the benefits of shellfish cultivation, the diversity of the environment 

mailto:kevin@drakesbayoyster.com
mailto:nancy@drakesbayoyster.com


here at the Seashore, and cultural respect for those who came before us. (One of the Miwok 
Indian middens loaded with prehistoric native oyster shells is immediately adjacent to our on-
shore cannery – the last oyster cannery in the State of California). 
  
What better way to celebrate and showcase the America’s Great Outdoors than to have you – the 
Secretary of the Interior – join us and co-present the rich history, culture and ecological diversity 
to a grade school group? We have numerous requests from schools pending and, working with 
your office, we could arrange your schedule to participate in such a briefing and presentation.  It 
would be an extraordinary joint celebration of your America’s Great Outdoors program, the 
Point Reyes National Seashore’s 50th Anniversary, and our historic oyster farm.  
 
We look forward to hosting you at the farm during your upcoming visit, when you will see for 
yourself these beautifully co-existing coastal resources and will personally meet our workers, the 
touring school children and our family. 
 
On behalf of our 30 workers and four generations of Lunnys here at the Seashore, we welcome 
you. 
 
Most sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Lunny    Nancy Lunny 


