
Addendum to 
Point Reyes National Seashore 

Tule Elk Management Plan and Environmental Assessment (1998) 
 

Purpose and Effect of Addendum  
 
The 1998 Tule Elk Management Plan authorizes the relocation of elk to a “proposed” elk range 
in Limantour.  (Page 48, Figure 7.)  The authorized range is outside the pastoral zone.  
The management plan does not authorize the relocation of elk within the pastoral zone.   
 
The management plan specifies that the Park Service will be a good neighbor: 

The Park Service has a responsibility to be a good neighbor to 
adjacent and nearby landowners.  Anticipating the effects of tule 
elk management strategies on the property or perceptions of 
neighbors is an important consideration.  Any depredations by elk 
on fences, crops, or other property would require mitigation 
actions to correct or avoid problems.  [Page 13.]   

To ensure that the Park Service remains a good neighbor, the management plan requires the 
capture or destruction of elk that stray onto private lands: 

Damage to property could occur if elk move outside the Seashore 
onto private lands and consume crops or damage fences or other 
property.  The Seashore will be ready to recapture or destroy 
problem animals should these situations arise, or establish 
partnerships with state and county agencies with the necessary 
skills and personnel to assist with the capture.  The Seashore 
should be prepared to provide funding for compensating property 
damage if necessary.  [Page 49.]   

The management plan does not clearly specify that these good neighbor policies also apply to 
the pastoral zone.  This addendum is being issued to make clear that these good neighbor policies 
apply to the pastoral zone and to the ranchers within the pastoral zone.   
 
NEPA Analysis 
 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) does not require the preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) when an agency makes a finding of no significant impact.  
In 1998, the Park Service made a finding of no significant impact for the entire management 
plan.  Based on this finding, no EIS is needed for the capture and removal of elk on pastoral 
lands, whose impacts are no greater than those related to the capture and removal of elk on 
private lands.  
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