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Native Tule Elk Range Freely at Point Reyes - An Update

The 1998 issue of Natural Resowrce Year in Reuiew featured an article on the
anticipdted of the first free-ranging tule elk herd in r3o years. The release of
z8 elk on June \ 1999 marked the foundation of a restoration of the domi-
nant herbivore to the coastal Seashore ecosystem. The released animals
were captured in December, ry98 atTomales Point, a fenced, z,6oo-acre
reserve at the florthern extent of the Seashore, and relocated to the
LimantOur area of the Philip Burton tVilderness, zo kilometers away. Before
their release, the elk were quarantined for 6 months in a zt-acre Onclosure
and repeatedly tested for Johne's disease, or paratuberculosis, a chronic
and fatal disease of livestock endemic in the Tomales Point elk herd. A
stringent Johne's disease testing protocol, unprecedented in any livestock
herd in the U.S., mandated release of only test negative animals.

Since their release, the new herd has been
carefully monitoredto ensure animals
remain within Seashore boundaries, do not
interfere with cattle ranches within the park
and are not shedding the organism that
causes Johne's disease. Each released adult
animal wears a uniquely identifiable radio
transmitter collar designed to allow tracking

of locations and early detection of mortality. The majority of the animals in
the relocated herd have remained within three miles of the release site.
Collected data will be used to analyze habitat use, movements, and health
status of the relocated elk. The current herd consists of 3o animals with 6
calves born in spring zoor. The release has enjoyed widespread support
from the visiting public and local
commuflity alike. Finally, after more
than a century, visitors can observe
these impressive native ungulates,
roaming free in their historic range.
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